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Scoutmasterôs Corner  
 

As I look over the past year as a 
new Scoutmaster, Iôve had the pleasure 
of watching the younger Scouts learn 
new skills under the tutorage of older 
Scoutôs leadership.  The Scouting goals 
of supporting young people in their 
physical, mental, and spiritual 
development, so that they may play 
constructive roles in society is played out 
in front of my eyes at every meeting.  
What a pleasure to have a front row seat 
at the play of life and to hear 
Shakespeareôs words echoed, ñIt is not 
the stars that hold our destiny but in 
ourselves.ò  

Our Troop has participated in 
Beach Camping at San Onofre, Snow 
activities at Camp Emerson, Shotgun 
shooting and miniature golf at Camp 
Pendleton, Competed with other Troops 
at the District Camporee, and White 
Water Rafted the Kern River.  These 
varied activities expose the Scouts to 
different outdoor experiences that 
broaden their reality and propose an 
intimacy with Nature that is lacking in 
their daily city existence.  In the same 
way that world travel broadens a personôs 
horizons of experience and possibilities, 

the outdoor activities we share as a 
Troop infect a Scoutôs character in a 
positive manner. 

Weôve been blessed with some 
new Troop members this year, Will Lum 
and Alex Cerra, who have seamlessly 
merged into our troop so quickly that it 
was as if they were always part of our 
troop.  One of our Troopôs own Scouts, 
Todd Stone, was recently recognized for 
his heroism in saving his sisterôs life with 
the BSA heroism award. 

Our new Senior Patrol Leader 
Yash has recently taken the reins in 
leading the other Scouts in our troop. 
Heôs started off in the right direction by 
taking the required training for his 
position.  Iôd like to encourage all the 
adult leaders to likewise take the training 
required for their troop positions.  It is 
through training that we learn the needed 
information in order to perform our duties 
diligently and we will find that ñThe 
golden age is before us, not behind usò. 

A great big thank you to all the 
youth and adult leaders who help run our 
troop and make our Boy Scouting 
program the wonderful success it is.  We 
canôt be successful without you. 

Celebrating the Adventure. 
Continuing the Journey.  
 
Greg Chapelle 
Scoutmaster 
Troop 667 
 
 
 

Eagle News: 
 

We have one scout who has 
reached the highest goal in scouting, the 
Eagle Scout Rank, since our Eagle Court 
of Honor last June.  Congratulations to: 
 
Evan Peters 
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Klondike Derby, January 22-24 
 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO FOR A 
KLONDIKE DERBY?    

By Eric Chapelle 

       +   

Well, I donôt know about you, but I 
would jump at the chance to drive a few 
hours up to the snow and just play for a 
weekend. The weekend at the Klondike 
Derby was no exception.  We Scouts 
travelled up to the town of Idyllwild to 
compete against other patrols in events 
involving snow and ice. There were many 
events and we won second place in the 
Turkey Shoot. But our Troop found 
something even better at Camp Emerson 
Boy Scout Camp. With a lot of hard work, 
we worked together several hours to 
make a simple, snow-covered hill into an 
uber-super, ultra-super-duper, massive 
sledding hill. Nothing straight for us! We 
had to get air over the first bump, steer 
ourselves around a nasty overhanging 
branch and finish by avoiding a tree at 
the bottom. Even neighboring patrols 
came over to share in the fun. While the 
patrol games were fun, I think my patrol 
would agree with me that this was a 
ñKlondike Sledding Derbyò. 
 
 
Lake OôNeil Campout, March 19-21 

 
By Michael Maher 

 
On the first day of this campout, or 

night, we set up our tents and had a 
campfire. This was in the middle of April. 
On the full day, we had breakfast and 
played capture the flag. Then we went 
shotgun shooting. It was kind of loud. We 

ate lunch and went to a museum. It 
displayed tanks and vehicles where some 
of them went to war. We got to climb 
them. Then we went bowling where we 
enjoyed ourselves. We relaxed the rest of 
the day and had a campfire and the 
ultimate capture the flag game with 
another troop. It was a hectic day.   

  
 In the morning, we packed up and 
went and played some mini-golf. A lot of 
the scouts enjoyed that. We drove back 
to the church after. It was a pretty fun 
campout. 
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Homeless Shelter Service Project, 
March 2010 
 

By Alex Cerra 
 

The purpose of the homeless 
shelter service project was to give those 
who didnôt have homes a place to stay. 
They were going to stay in a churchôs 
multi-purpose room. The room was big, 
but first it needed some work to make it 
so that people could sleep in it. A few 
scouts from Troop 667 got together and 
helped make the room suitable for the 
homeless people. 

 
 
 
 
 
Black Mountain District Camporee, 
April 23-25 

 
 

By Emmit Pert 

 
 The Black Mountain District 
Camporee at Mataquay Scout 
Reservation was one of the best trips this 
year.  The Camporee was on April 23-25, 
2010 and celebrated 100 years of 
scouting.  The Camporee is an event in 
which different patrols compete against 
each other in a variety of field events; all 
of the field events form Scout Handbooks 
since 1910.  These events include 
backpacking, lifesaving, signaling, and 
lashing.  We camped out in our troopôs 
wooded campsite and competed in a 
friendly campsite inspection with the 
other troops.   
 We fearlessly competed in many 
events which included astronomy, 
orienteering, and previously mentioned 
events.  We did pretty well in a few 
events and failed horribly in others.  
Overall we had fun.  The real excitement, 
however, was yet to come.  During the 
awards ceremony our patrol was praying 
to win anything at all.  Then the event 
backpacking was announced.  We were 
hopeful we might win even though we 
managed to set up the tent wrong and 
packed a sleeping pad instead of 
sleeping bag during the event.  We were 
all yelling raucously as the announcer 
called our patrol, the Geckos, as the 
second place team for backpacking. 
 This was an amazing event and I 
highly recommend that you go.   
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White Water Rafting, May 29-31 
 

By Carter Andrews 
 

 
Whitewater Rafting was a blast! 

We drove about 5 hours up to the 
Kernville on Saturday. On Sunday 
morning we went to the Fish Hatchery. 
That was a lot of fun. We bought some 
food and tried to catch fish by baiting the 
water (see picture below).  I was able to 
catch one, but I put it back into the water.  

 
After the fish hatchery, we went to 

Mountain and River Adventures for some 
river rafting on the Lower Kern River. See 
our cool wetsuits below. We had a safety 
briefing, and then they prepped the rafts. 
We went into calm waters and then hit 
the rapids. They were level 1 to 3 rapids. 
While in the rapids we found a 
watermelon floating in the water. We took 
it in our raft and ate it for lunch, it was 
delicious! I ended up falling out of the raft 
two times because I was in the wrong 

spot. I fell on the rocks, but it wasnôt too 
bad except that the water was really cold! 
The rafting company served us lunch and 
it was really good, better than the 
campout food that we had! 

Overall, it was a great trip and I 
hope to go river rafting again! 

 
 
Heroism Award for Lifesaving Action 

 
On Friday May 21, 2010, our 

friend and member of our troop, Todd 
Stone, was awarded the Heroism Award 
by the Boy Scoutôs Nation Court of Honor 
for lifesaving and meritorious action in 
saving his 7 year old sisterôs life.  In a 
ceremony presided over by Christopher 
Vaughan, the San Diego Imperial Council 
Black Mountain District Advancement & 
Recognition Chair, the award was 
presented with an audience of 200 scouts 
and leaders. 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Á Lake Morena Campout, June 11-13, 

Lake Morena State Park   
Á Mt. Baden Powell Hike Jun 25-26, Mt. 

Baden Powell, Angeles National 
Forest   

Á Summer Camp Jun 27-Jul 3, Emerald 
Bay, Catalina   

Á National Scout Jamboree Jul 25-Aug 
9, Ft. A.P. Hill, Virginia
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